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Ancillary Relief: The Court Timetable 
 
 
 
When an appl icat ion is made to the Court to deal with disputes regarding 
the f inancial aspects of the divorce (known as “Anci l lary Rel ief” ),  a str ict 
t imetable is set out which needs to be fol lowed by both part ies: 
 

 The Court issues a Not ice of Appl icat ion and l ists a “First 
Appointment” within 12 to 14 weeks from issue. 

 
 35 days before the First Appointment both part ies wi l l  be required to 

complete a Financial  Statement, known as Form E, which is in a 
quest ionnaire form to which certain documentary evidence wi l l  need 
to be attached, including bank statements for the last 12 months and 
up to date valuat ions.  The part ies (through sol ic i tors) exchange 
Forms E and support ing documents simultaneously.  At the same 
t ime, copies of the Forms E are sent to the Court for the Court f i le. 

 
 14 days pr ior to the First Appointment both part ies are required to set 

out what they bel ieve to be the main issues in the case in a 
Statement of Issues and provide Quest ionnaires of further information 
or documents that are required as wel l  as providing a Chronology.  
As your sol ici tors, we wi l l  draft these documents in consultat ion with 
you. 

 
 At the First  Appointment the Distr ict Judge wi l l  make a Direct ions 

order sett ing out how the case wi l l  proceed.  Direct ions may include 
f i l ing and service of Repl ies to the Quest ionnaires (which must be 
approved by the Distr ict Judge), and of any other evidence needed 
such as valuat ion reports i f  the value of the assets such as the fami ly 
home is disputed. I f  al l  the evidence needed is avai lable before the 
First Appointment, i t  is possible for the First Appointment to be 
treated as a Financial Dispute Resolut ion hear ing (see below); 
otherwise the Distr ict Judge wi l l  order that a date be set by the Court 
for the Financial Dispute Resolut ion hearing. 

 
 The next hear ing wi l l  be the Financial Dispute Resolut ion hear ing 

(FDR).  The object ive at the FDR is for the part ies through their legal 
representat ives to try to reach agreement with the assistance of the 
Distr ict Judge.  The Distr ict Judge cannot decide the case at the 
FDR but i f  the part ies reach agreement he can make an order by 
consent.  I f  no agreement is reached the Distr ict Judge would then 
give direct ions for a f inal hear ing.  This Distr ict Judge would not be 
able to si t  at the f inal hear ing.  Although he wi l l  not have heard al l  the 
evidence, he may have heard a summary of the issues from legal 
representat ives and seen offers to sett le made “without prejudice”.  
The Distr ict Judge who hears the evidence at the f inal hear ing wi l l  not 
have had any previous involvement with the case or seen offers to 
sett le. 
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 I f  matters st i l l  cannot be resolved, the case wi l l  be set down for a 

Final Hearing. Barr isters are often instructed to represent the part ies 
at the FDR (or occasional ly at the First Appointment) and wi l l  a lmost 
invar iably represent the part ies at a f inal hear ing. 


